Life in the
Vineyard

A Good Delivery: John 15:14-16

4 You are My friends if you do whatever | command you. 5 No longer do | call you
servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but | have called
you friends, for all things that | heard from My Father | have made known to you.

16 You did not choose Me, but | chose you and appointed you that you should
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask

the Father in My name He may give you.
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Big Picture: You were chosen to deliver good fruit.

Good fruit originates from a perfect source— Jesus.
* In Christ, you've been chosen to be God'’s friend.
* In Christ, you have special access to receive and know God’s unfolding
plan.
o God wants to make Himself known through your life.
* In Christ, you were chosen to glorify God by delivering good fruit.

What does delivering good fruit look like?
Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37)

Loving your enemies. (Luke 10:33)

Seeing people through a heart of love and compassion. (Mark 8:22-25)
Helping others see people through the same heart.

Helping the broken heal from life’s wounds. (Luke 10:34)

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. (Galatians 5:22-23)

o Demonstrating kindness, goodness and faithfulness
o Helping others find rest.

Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take
My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. (Matthew 11:28-29)

And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we
do not lose heart. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all,
especially to those who are of the household of faith. (Galatians 6:9-10)

o Removing the burdens others are carrying.
o Showing mercy and favor to others.

Protecting them from greater danger.

Taking care of their needs. (Luke 10:34-35)

Being personally responsible for others. (Luke 10:35)
Demonstrating God’s love to others is your most important delivery.

Delivering good fruit in the midst of life’s storms

Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. Without warning, a
furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But
Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went and woke him, saying, "Lord, save us!

We're going to drown!" He replied, "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?"

Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.
The men were amazed and asked, "What kind of man is this? Even the winds and
the waves obey him!" (Matthew 8:23-27)

* Peace and Longsuffering

* Hope
* Gentleness and Self-Control (Matthew 8:1-4)

o Delivering gentleness means demonstrating a caring spirit and
taking the time to serve and help those in need.

o When you're walking in the Spirit, abiding, you will display and
deliver self-control.

How do | start delivering good fruit? (John 5:16-20)

e Abide, Identify and Participate
o Position yourself to remain in God’s presence, hear His voice
and respond to his ways.
o Identify what God is doing around you.
= Look for opportunities to help, serve, remove burdens,
encourage, protect, etc...

* God's desire is to magnify His name through your life as you identify His
work and get involved.

* Asyou learn to hear God’s voice and respond to his ways, your capacity
to engage in His work increases.

You were chosen to deliver good fruit.
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