
 
 

A Perfect Love:  John 15:9-13 
 

9 As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.  10 If you keep 
My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s 
commandments and abide in His love.  11 These things I have spoken to you,  

that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.   
12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.   

13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends. 
 

Big Picture: Love is perfected through ____________ 
 

Your love for God is demonstrated through your obedience.  (15:9-10) 
 

• Jesus followed God ______________________________. 
• When you _________________, you don’t obey. 

 

“Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord!  Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.  On judgment 
day many will say to me, ‘Lord!  Lord!  We prophesied in your name and cast out 

demons in your name and performed many miracles in your name.’  But I will reply, 
‘I never knew you.  Get away from me, you who break God’s laws.’   

(Matthew 7:21-23, NLT) 
 

• You love God when you _______________ God.   
• You obey God when you ____________ God. 

 
28"What do you think?  There was a man who had two sons.  He went to the first 

and said, 'Son, go and work today in the vineyard.'  29" 'I will not,' he answered, but 
later he changed his mind and went.  30"Then the father went to the other son and 
said the same thing.  He answered, 'I will, sir,' but he did not go.  31"Which of the 
two did what his father wanted?"  “The first," they answered.  (Matthew 21:28-31) 

 

• When you don’t obey you can’t _______________.  
o “Just ______ it” 
o Obedience requires __________________.   

 
• As you learn something new from God’s Word, make it a habit to 

take _____________________ action.  
 

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.   
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing  

his natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately 
forgets what kind of man he was.  (James 1:22-24) 

 
Love and obedience involves every part of you.   
 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind.  (Luke 10:27) 

 

• Your ____________________ to love increases as you maintain a 
constant flow to and from the vine.  

• Unconfessed _________ will always interrupt your fellowship.  
 

You were created to enjoy God’s purposes for your life.  (15:11)  
 

These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain 
in you, and that your joy may be full.  (John 15:11) 

 

Full:  __________________, Internally _______________, Filled to the _______.  
 

• God wants you to run the Christian race with a __________ tank.  
 

Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him,  
because the soul of all the people was grieved…  But David strengthened  

himself in the Lord his God.  (1 Samuel 30:6) 
 

• The wrong source will _________ your love.  (Galatians 5:16-17)  
• _________ spiritual resources are readily available for your life. 
 

A primary characteristic of perfect love—sacrifice.  (15:12-13) 
 

• Absorbing ____________________ personal losses to deliver more fruit. 
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 

(1 John 3:16a) 
 

• Serving as a ______________________ for the penalty or pain of 
another.  (1 Peter 3:18) 

 

• Releasing your _________________ for the benefit of others.   
 

And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.  (1 John 3:16b) 
 

• Being faithful in your mercy and ___________________ to those in need.    
 

If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but  
has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  (1 John 3:17) 

 

• Taking loving ______________ with all __________________________.   
 

Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue  
but with actions and in truth.  (1 John 3:18) 



 
 

A Perfect Love:  John 15:9-13 
 

9 As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.  10 If you keep 
My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s 
commandments and abide in His love.  11 These things I have spoken to you,  

that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.   
12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.   

13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends. 
 

Big Picture: Love is perfected through obedience 
 

Your love for God is demonstrated through your obedience.  (15:9-10) 
 

• Jesus followed God wholeheartedly. 
• When you delay, you don’t obey. 

 

“Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord!  Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.  On judgment 
day many will say to me, ‘Lord!  Lord!  We prophesied in your name and cast out 

demons in your name and performed many miracles in your name.’  But I will reply, 
‘I never knew you.  Get away from me, you who break God’s laws.’   

(Matthew 7:21-23, NLT) 
 

• You love God when you obey God.   
• You obey God when you love God. 

 
28"What do you think?  There was a man who had two sons.  He went to the first 

and said, 'Son, go and work today in the vineyard.'  29" 'I will not,' he answered, but 
later he changed his mind and went.  30"Then the father went to the other son and 
said the same thing.  He answered, 'I will, sir,' but he did not go.  31"Which of the 
two did what his father wanted?"  “The first," they answered.  (Matthew 21:28-31) 

 

• When you don’t obey you can’t abide.  
o “Just do it” 
o Obedience requires action.   

 
• As you learn something new from God’s Word, make it a habit to 

take immediate action.  
 

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.   
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing  

his natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately 
forgets what kind of man he was.  (James 1:22-24) 

 
Love and obedience involves every part of you.   
 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind.  (Luke 10:27) 

 

• Your capacity to love increases as you maintain a constant flow to 
and from the vine.  

• Unconfessed sin will always interrupt your fellowship.  
 

You were created to enjoy God’s purposes for your life.  (15:11)  
 

These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain 
in you, and that your joy may be full.  (John 15:11) 

 

Full:  Complete, Internally Fulfilled, Filled to the top.  
 

• God wants you to run the Christian race with a full tank.  
 

Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him,  
because the soul of all the people was grieved…  But David strengthened  

himself in the Lord his God.  (1 Samuel 30:6) 
 

• The wrong source will drain your love.  (Galatians 5:16-17)  
• All spiritual resources are readily available for your life. 
 

 
A primary characteristic of perfect love—sacrifice.  (15:12-13) 
 

• Absorbing significant personal losses to deliver more fruit. 
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 

(1 John 3:16a) 
 

• Serving as a substitute for the penalty or pain of another.  (1 Peter 3:18) 
 

• Releasing your rights for the benefit of others.   
 

And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.  (1 John 3:16b) 
 

• Being faithful in your mercy and generosity to those in need.    
 

If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but  
has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  (1 John 3:17) 

 

• Taking loving action with all truthfulness.   
 

Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue  
but with actions and in truth.  (1 John 3:18) 


